The uterine milk proteins (UTM-proteins
INTRODUCTION

Progesterone of luteal
or placental origin is necessary for the maintenance of pregnancy in mammals.
One function of progesterone is to induce the secretion of endometrial proteins believed to be necessary for maintenance of pregnancy (see Aitken, 1979; Bazer et al., 1981; Bazer and First, 1983 , for reviews). A variety of progesterone-induced polypeptides have been characterized, including proteins involved in nutrient transport (Adams et al., 1981; Buhi et al., 1982; Ducsay et al., 1984; McDowell et al., 1982) , protease inhibitors (Mullins et al., 1980; Fazleabas et al., 1982) and lysosomal enzymes (R. M. Roberts et al., 1976; Roberts and Bazer, 1984; Hansen et al., 1985) .
In the ewe, the major proteins secreted by the endometrium in response to progesterone are a pair of basic glycoproteins with molecular weights (Mr) of 57,000 and 55,000 (Moffatt et al., 1987 
Precursor-Products Relationships
Amino Acid and Carbohydrate Composition
Results of amino acid analysis are presented in 
